; the supernumerary rays originated at the bases of the proximal fifth phalanges and contained two phalanges. Ophthalmological and cardiological examinations including echocardiography were normal as were GTG banded chromosomes (46,XY). The patient was followed up to 6 months of age. During this period he was admitted to hospital several times for cyanotic spells, hyperthermia, and respiratory tract infections.
At his last admittance to hospital with bronchopneumonia at 41/2 months his weight was 6 kg (10th to 25th centile), height 62 cm (10th to 25th centile), and head circumference 43 cm (50th to 75th centile).
Mental and motor retardation were obvious, with marked hypotonia and poor social contact. He stayed in hospital for around one and a half months. The family informed us later that the baby had died 20 It was previously assumed that the acrocallosal syndrome is caused by a fresh mutation of a dominant gene. Parental consanguinity in this and other reported cases4 and two affected cases in two families (sibs and first cousins) strongly suggest autosomal recessive inheritance. However, the rate of consanguinity in Turkey is among the highest (21-2%) in western countries and thus consanguinity is not such a strong argument for a recessive gene as it would be in a population with a low consanguinity rate.
